Old Forge Crossing Condominium

Website: www.OldForgeXingPa.com

XXXVII-No.1, January 2018

Dear Friends and Neighbors,
We enjoyed a very festive holiday season at Old Forge Crossing and I look forward to the new year with optimism. The
holiday party was quite well attended with a total of 89 tickets sold. Another holiday project that went extremely well was
the decoration of the entrances by our maintenance crew. The Property Committee held a wreath building workshop and
attendees helped to decorate our clubhouse. Finally, the Social Committee’s annual Holiday Decoration Contest encouraged residents to add some holiday cheer to our wintry acreage.
As we look forward to 2018, we have accumulated a substantial capital reserve fund with which to finance new projects
without the need for special assessments. For example, the Property Committee has consulted with Ruppert Landscaping to develop a plan to overhaul and modernize the entrances to Old Forge Crossing. This project will not only include
new landscaping (the existing shrubbery will be replanted around the property) but also new signage and an improved
irrigation system. Although we do not yet have a final proposal, work on this project is expected to begin in the spring.
Although not as sexy as redesigned entrances, another project which will tap our capital reserves is replacing the asphalt on many of our roads and parking lots. This is an expensive project and has been put off at least once due to
budgetary considerations. Fortunately our current capital reserves allow us to take on this project in the coming year.
Another project which becomes periodically necessary is dredging the pond. Dredging the pond is a complicated and
expensive project which requires a large backhoe, dump trucks to dispose of sediment, and pumps to reroute the
stream. The pond was last dredged in 2010, and since then the pond has slowly filled with sediment which washes
down the stream. Our pond specialists tell us that the depth of the pond is currently only about 18 inches in most places. Since sunlight penetrates the water to a depth of three feet, a pond which is too shallow encourages the growth of
harmful algae. This year, as a part of the dredging, we will be constructing a “rock filter” at the stream inlet which will
catch the sediment washing down from the stream and confine it to a limited area which can be cleared out on a regular
basis. Construction of this filter will prevent sediment from accumulating in the
pond and will allow us to dredge the entire pond less frequently in the future.
With winter upon us, a final word must be said about the wonderful job that
Ruppert Landscaping is doing with snow removal. So far, Ruppert has been
thorough and timely in their response to winter precipitation, and they also
provide detailed written reports about the salting and plowing they perform
whenever they come on the property. We are hopeful that their good
performance will continue when we are hit with more serious storms.
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And so as we say good bye to the holiday season, I have confidence that 2018
will be a good year for our community here in Old Forge Crossing.
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Best regards,
Dave Inman
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Upcoming Events from the Social Committee
Super Bowl Party-Sunday February 4th at 5pm in the Clubhouse.
Come out and root for your favorite team! Please bring a dish to share.

Needlework Group— Thursday, January 18, 2018, 1:00 - 3:00PM
Crocheting, knitting or any type of handcrafting.

Social Committee Meetings:
The next meeting is on Wednesday, January 17, 2018 at 7PM in the clubhouse.
*Meeting will now be held on the third Wednesday of the month*
Please join us - all residents are welcome!

Committee Report Highlights

December 12th – Executive Board Meeting
FINANCE: Reported by Al Sama

Bill Harvey of Janney Montgomery Scott discussed our investment goals. The budget variance is positive possibly due to the new lighting. The 50k CD that matured in November was reinvested. There will
be no December meeting.

PROPERTY: Reported by Lynne Mack
All of the garden plots should be cleared by the end of the month. The Front Entrance subcommittee will be presenting plans at the February meeting. Keystone will be advising on all
new and replacement tree requests. Some of the ideas for the wish list for the next budget are
plantings near the pond, extension of garden plots and replacing the metal railings with wooden ones. The feedback on the Holiday lights was positive. The goal for next year is to have a
consistent look on both the upper and lower drives.
SOCIAL: Reported by Bill Lobo
The OFC Holiday Party was a success with almost 80 people in attendance. The Superbowl
Party will be on Sunday February 4th at 5pm in the Clubhouse. The monthly meetings will
now be held on Wednesday instead of Tuesday. The next meeting will be on January 17,
2018.
TOWNWATCH: Reported by Mike Feagley
All is quiet at OFC. Weather permitting, patrols will continue. More volunteers are needed.
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TOWNWATCH
By Mike Feagley

On the “Current Local Crime Scene”
The month of December saw an explosion of crime in our Township, and our neighboring communities. The incidents are too numerous to mention. The one thing that continues to occur is the theft of purses, or theft from purses especially at Panera Bread in
the Gateway Shopping Center. Ladies, do not leave your purse hanging from your
chair!
The one incident reported by Police that was disturbing, was a Distraction Burglary, on
Upper Gulph Road, in Wayne. The victim stated that an unknown male came to her
door, asking questions about hanging branches over the sidewalk of a neighbor’s
house. The actor asked the victim to step away, leaving the door unlocked, while outside, jewelry was stolen from her house. The case is still under investigation.

On the Old Forge Crossing Scene
Our Town Watch Patrols continue, and will, weather permitting. We need more participation. Town Watch can be done in various ways, walking or driving. You can contact
Area 7 Director: (Mike Feagley), with any questions.

What to do if your identity is stolen
IMMEDIATE STEPS INCLUDE:
Contact the Federal Trade Commission at (FTC.GOV/IDTHEFT)
Place an Initial Fraud Alert
Order your Credit Reports
Create an Identity Theft Report

Once the Federal Trade Commission is contacted, you will be advised on the subsequent steps to be taken. Also, you will be able to ask for any appropriate literature pertaining on stolen Identity.
For information concerning Town Watch
Contact Area 7 Director—Mike Feagley
Cell: 610-505-5579
Thought for the month:
PROTECT YOUR PERSONAL INFORMATION
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Anvil Classified Advertising Notice

Contact Information

Publication for articles in the February Anvil should be
submitted by fax, e-mail or delivery to the office at Old
Forge Crossing by January 25th. Anything submitted
after this date may not be published at the discretion of
the Editor.

Police/Fire/Ambulance Emergency

NOTE: All advertising is paid for by the advertisers. Old
Forge Crossing & The Anvil can make no warranty,
representation or assurance on the product or services.

Anvil Advertising Prices

911

Police (non-emergency)

610-647-1440

Ambulance (non-emergency)

610-644-1224

PECO Energy Office

1-800–494-4000

PECO Emergency

1-800-841-4141

Verizon Office & Repair

1-800-837-4966

Comcast Cable Office

610-587-2264

$37.00

Comcast Cable Repair

610-587-2264

$55.00

$58.00

Blosenski Bulk Pick-up

Full Page Ad

$100.00

$105.00

610-942-2707
Ext-253

Classifieds

$2.00 / line

BestBuy.com Electronic Recycling

610-265-7718

OFC Office

610-687-5675

OFC After Hours Emergency

610-687-5678

Ads

Black/White

Color

1/4 Page Ad

$35.00

1/2 Page Ad

10% Discount if PAID 2 Months in Advance

KURT CAN DO
Powerwashing, odd jobs, mulching,
Pruning. Fully insured. Kurt Klotzbuecher
484-684-4228
——————————————————
THE CRAFTSMAN CONNECTION
Your total renovation specialist

OFC Email

ofcmgmt@comcast.net

OFC Accounting
OFC Website

ofcacct@comcast.net
www.OldForgeXingPa.com

For Sale

Winter Special

10% off labor for exterior doors + windows.
Kitchens - Bathrooms - Painting—Ceramic
Hardwood Floors - Carpet
Financing available.
Free estimates.
Call Mark Rybas: 610-254-8345
Email: Mark.Rybas@rocketmail.com
——————————————————
“No Job Too Small”
Pet Sitting, Window Cleaning,
Interior Painting or Mulching
Fully Insured
Tony McClennon 610-348-4814
——————————————————
MARK HOLLINGER HANDYMAN
Repairs - Maintenance
Home Improvements - Remodeling - Carpentry
Home: 610-539 -8621 - markhollinger.com
—————————————————
A Clean Carpet:
Upholstery & Carpet Cleaning -Dale 610-687-9823
——————————————————

*Brand New -Below Wholesale*
Dynapro Blender, Epson Printer Scanner,
Nespresso Coffeemaker, Plumbing Fixtures and
Faucets, Computer &WIFI Gear, Sports Gear,
Appliances, Tempur Pedic Queen Bed and More!
Contact Scott Henkels 610-533-9136
slhenkels@cs.com

This Month's Anvil Article Contributors:
Dave Inman, Mike Feagley,
and Margaret Burton, Community Manager.
On-Site Delivery:
Tony McClennon and Kurt Klotzbuecher
Layout/Design:
Sereni Web Design & Presentations
The Official Publication of the
Old Forge Crossing Condominium Association
A Community of Colonial Townhouses and Condominiums
1027 North Valley Forge Road Devon, PA 19333

Devon Limousine + Taxi

24 Hour Service Special Rates for OFC
Pete Detreville 610-220-4114
padetreville@gmail.com

Volume XXXVII—No.1 January 2018
Published by: Old Forge Crossing.
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Management Notes
Welcome to the New Year!
May 2018 be your best year yet!

Rule of the Month
In lieu of a rule of the month I’d like to ask everyone to take some time to
peruse the entire rule book. Many times residents receive warning letters
for rule infractions they did not know they were committing! Now is a perfect time to become familiar with the rules. In most circumstances, if a rule
is violated a warning letter will be sent asking for a correction within ten
days. Second violations of that rule, or failure to correct the matter within
ten days, may result in a fine. Please be aware that there are some violations which result in immediate fines, without a warning letter or correction
period.
Power Outages
One minute you are watching television, and the next, you’re sitting in the
pitch black. Your power went out. What do you do now? For most fullunit power outages the management office and OFC maintenance staff
can’t help because the root of the problem is a PECO power outage.
PECO is the utility provider who services your unit with electricity. During
a situation where your unit is completely without power it is best to call
the PECO emergency number: 1-800-841-4141. Be sure to have your
PECO Account number ready- you can find this on your PECO bill.
Be Our Guest
Feel free to join us for OFC’s Committee and Executive Board meetings.
Please see the Anvil calendar for meeting dates. Topics for this month’s
Committee and Executive Board meetings are as follows:
Property Committee: Discussions about remodeling the front entrances.
Executive Board: Can’t visit the committee meetings? Come hear a
recap of their meetings.
Social Committee: Review of the Holiday Party and planning for the
Super Bowl
Finance Committee: Review the December financials.
Please visit our website at OldForgeXingPa.com for agendas.
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Winter Precautions
Winter is approaching fast. This notice is to remind you to take extra precautions at this time of year to avoid
slipping on snow and ice. We ask that you take responsibility for your safety and be very careful during this
time of year. The following contains some tips:
WINTER CONDITIONS:
• Check out the weather report before you leave your home for the day. During the winter, it is safest to
assume that ALL surfaces will be slippery. Stay indoors if possible when you see snow and ice accumulations. If you must go outside, please take your time and tread slowly and carefully. Ice cleats on
shoes/boots work well (in some conditions). Plan ahead. Take things to your vehicle the night before (or
before the storm begins) if you suspect the items will be difficult to manage in the morning.
•

If a snow or ice storm strikes during the night, try to alter your morning schedule. If possible, don't hurry
out before plowing has been completed.

•

Be extra alert for and extremely careful of "black ice." Also, check for ice before walking on the
pavement, if you see snow on the ground or if you know that there was precipitation and the temperature
was near or below freezing anytime during the day or night. Walking on snow-covered grass may be a
safe approach.

•

You may ask for a supply of CALCIUM CHLORIDE through the Management Office. Please provide a
container (old cat litter container or large coffee canisters work well) and it will be filled by the maintenance staff. Keep a supply close at hand to use as you leave your home if you suspect there might be
any icy spots. SPREAD AS MUCH OF IT AS YOU NEED over all areas that you suspect might be icy for your own protection and that of your neighbors.

•

Your snow removal contractor does a good job of shoveling and spreading ice melt chemicals, but after
they leave, snow can thaw and then re-freeze. They cannot be here 24/7.

•

No Association can guarantee anyone's safety in snow and ice. It is up to all to pitch in and to be careful. Everyone should (including your guests) recognize the danger of natural accumulations of snow and
ice and proceed carefully and to be as helpful as possible.

UNEVEN CEMENT BLOCKS AND/OR FLAGSTONE:
It is not unusual for blocks of cement to heave upward during freeze-thaw cycles during the winter. Please
be very careful when you walk and be alert to uneven pavement. These blocks generally settle back
down to a smooth transition once the freezing ends (spring). When blocks do heave, caution tape or cones
can be placed to heighten awareness. If you note conditions such as this - please call 610-687-5675.
PROCEDURES:
• Main roadways are the first priority
• Walkways will be cleared AFTER main roadways are cleared
• During significant snow fall, interim clearing will be accomplished.
• Walkways may take longer to be cleared due to significant snow fall
• After initial removal, crews will return to continue to clear roadways, parking areas, and walkways
You can reach Management/Maintenance at any hour by calling the office phone # 610-687-5675. If the office is not open, the answering service will take the call and contact the Manager or Maintenance.
VEHICLES:
Community safety is the reason we ask you to move your car(s) from any parking areas so the plow can
clear snow from the surface of the lots. We ask you cooperate in this endeavor - for your safety and that of
your neighbors.
YOUR COOPERATION IS APPRECIATED BY YOUR FELLOW COMMUNITY MEMBERS. THANK YOU!
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2017 Holiday Decorating Contest Winners
Old Forge Crossing would like to thank everyone who took
the time and trouble to celebrate the holidays and decorate
with beautiful holiday displays.

1st Place

Barbara Bandomir
(#168)

2nd Place

Jack and
Cindy Harrity
(#171)

3rd Place
Naomi Cook
(#169)
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Registering Contractors
It is the responsibility of all unit owners to have their contractors send a Certificate of
Insurance to the office prior to commencement of any work.
Fax: 610-687-5693 , or email: ofcmgmt@comcast.net
The certificate must show
Old Forge Crossing, 1027 N. Valley Forge Rd. Devon, PA 19333
as the certificate holder.
A contractor is one defined as making any structural and/or mechanical upgrades,
repairs, alterations or improvements to your unit.
Not complying with this rule will result in a fine of $250 as per the
Rules and Regulations, page 38, B .Contractor Requirements.
Thank you.
The Management Office

The Clubhouse and Barn
are available for rent
Host your next
party or event here.
Information and photos
can be found online at
OldForgeXingPa.com

Or call the office
for availability
610-687-5675.
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Disposing of your
Christmas Tree
When disposing of your
Christmas Tree, please place
it outside the dumpster
enclosure. Our maintenance
staff will then dispose of it.
Thank you.
The Management Office

Free Exterminating Service
Every Wednesday!

REMINDER:
When disposing of your
trash please remember to
breakdown boxes and
keep the dumpster area as
neat as possible.
Thank you.
The Management
Office

Call The Office
610-687-5675
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Attention
Old Forge Crossing Owners

Gas Meter
Readings
(heat)

Are You Thinking About Renting
Your Condo in Old Forge Crossing!
Del Val Realty & Property Management is
the area’s leading FULL service residential
property management company. Our philosophy is to manage and lease your property professionally, economically and efficiently. Our
managed properties experience extremely low
vacancy rates, often-moving new tenants in
just days after the old tenants have moved
out.

Please mark your calendars for the gas
reading dates for the next season.
Tuesday, October 31 2017
(billed November 15th, Due December1st.)
Thursday, November 30 2017
Thursday, December 28 2017
Wednesday, January 31 2018
Wednesday, February 28 2018
Friday, March 30 2018
No gas reading in April
Thursday, May 31 2018
Meters are read on above dates, invoiced
on the 15th of the following month and
due on the First of the month after invoice.

The company to call when you want to avoid
the 3 T’s – Tenants, Toilets, and Townships!

Call Mike! 610-240-9885
DelValProperty.com
Mlautensack@delvalproperty.com
First Month FREE if You Mention This Ad
*** 90 Day Better Than
Money Back Guarantee ***

HANSON
HEATING &
AIR CONDITIONING
READY FOR A NEW,
MORE EFFICIENT SYSTEM??
NO PROBLEM!!
INSTALLING AND SERVICING
RESIDENTIAL HEATING &
AIR CONDITIONING SYSTEMS
FOR OVER 40 YEARS.

Call: 610-399-1990
Mike Hanson
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Old Forge Crossing Condominium
1027 N. Valley Forge Road
Devon, PA 19333

Condo Fees Due

Executive Board Meeting

January 1st

January 9th

1 BR $246
2 BR $325

8 pm in the Clubhouse

The OFC Office Will be
Closed on ...
Monday, January 1st
Tuesday, January 2nd
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